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AIR SCOUTS 


Radio Program Log 1927 to 1929 


One of Marian and Jim Jordan's earliest regular radio programs was a sustained thirty- 
minute children's series titled AIR SCOUTS. This program of stories, songs, and skits was 
broadcast over Chicago's WENR, six nights per week at 7:00 pm for approximately the first 
327 programs. Then, the program was shifted to five nights per week, 5:00 to 5:30 pm. 

AIR SCOUTS premiered the first Monday of October, 1927, and the Jordans continued as 
principal actors through 1929. 


According to Jim Jordan in a personal interview in July of 1980, he and Marian had 
a wonderful time with this program, but had a complex schedule and found it necessary to step 
out of AIR SCOUTS. While starring on the SMITH FAMILY and several other radio programs 
on three different stations, they also owned, managed, and performed their own vaudeville 
company four nights per week (Thursday through Sunday). After completing an AIR SCOUTS 
skit, or a SMITH FAMILY program at 5:30 pm, the Jordans would move on to the theater that 
evening to perform their vaudeville acts. 


When the Jordans did step aside in December of 1929, they were replaced by two other 
WENR staff actors, Irma Glenn and Everett Mitchell. The program's title was changed as well 
to AIR JUNIORS and continued entertaining Chicago's children for several years into the 30'5, 
still at 5:00 pm, five nights per week. 


It is worthy to note that the Jordans built a repertoire of dozens of voices in those early 
years. Most notable was Marian's little girl voice which she continued to use in SMACKOUT 
from 1931 to 1935, and most notably as "Teeny" in FIBBER MCGEE AND MOLLY, 1935 to 1959. 
AIR SCOUTS was one of the Jordan's early proving grounds that would build their combined char- 
acter and establish them as indelible stars in the minds and imaginations of America's radio 
listening audience. 


Sources: "Chicago Daily News" microfilms, logs and articles from the daily radio features 
page, loaned by the University of Chicago, Illinois; 8-01-27 to 3-31-30. 


Personal Interview: Jim Jordan at his home, Wednesday, July 30, 1980 by 
Tom Price. | 
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Рат " Title Day Date Time of Day Notes 
M. 4/1 5:00-5:30 pm Рат 
T 4/2 у Рат 
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Т 4/30 | Рат 
442 Air Scouts W 5/1 ú 
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S ` 11/16 5:00-5:30 pm (Air Juniors) 
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бип 12/1 saad 
M 12/2 (Air Juniors) 
T 12/3 " 

487 Air Scouts W 12/4 | 
ТҺ 12/5 " (Air Juniors) 
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